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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHARGE OF 

LAVINIA L. DOCK, R.N. 

THE CONGRESS AT SAN FRANCISCO 

The main work of preparing for the international meetings is being 
carried on by the California nurses, through their committees. Mrs. 
Criswell is directing the details relating to the meeting places and ex- 
hibits; Lillian L. White of the Pacific Coast Journal of Nursing staff, 
is attending to special publicity items and asks for early notice of nurses 
from home and abroad who are coming, in order that she may have 
short histories of their careers and work and sometimes, photographs for 
the Journal. She would be glad to have foreign delegates and visitors 
send such material to her direct. Her address is 393 Edwards Street, 
Oakland, California. 

So far we have not learned the names of any official delegates. It 
is still a little early for them to be elected but individual letters are 
coming in. We are delighted to know that the President of the Asso- 
ciation of Finnish Nurses, Mrs. Mannerheim, hopes to come, and with 
her, Ellen Nylander, who spent a winter at Teachers College. There 
is a chance that Miss Broderick may come, her hospital at Ballincoona 
being practically finished. Mrs. Klosz writes from India that several 
nurses from that country hope to attend. She does not say that she is 
coming herself but we shall still expect her. Sister Agnes Karll and a 
goodly group of Germans are coming, and from England we shall have 
about twenty-five at least, among them all our true and tried friends and 
former delegates. Miss Maclean writes that New Zealand is very far 
away (somehow we had thought of it as quite near to California) but 
that most likely Mrs. Holgate will come, and the matron of Christchurch 
Hospital, Miss Thurston. We confidently expect also, Elsie Chung and 
some of the American nurses living in China, and we shall not feel that 
it is a real congress if our members from Japan do not come. Through 
Mr. C. E. Dagnett, at the Office of Indian Affairs, we are hoping to get 
into touch with nurses of our own Indian races and to bring some of 
them to the meetings. 
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THE FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MEMORIAL 

A brief and incomplete message from England brings a rather sur- 
prising bit of news. It indicates that our idea of an educational memorial 
published fully and widely immediately after the Congress in Cologne 
in August, 1912, has been so much approved by others, hitherto stand- 
ing aloof from international relations, as to be actually — what shall we 
say? — taken? Perhaps in the tactful language of Shakespeare's day 
"conveyed" is better. But enough exact detail is not yet to hand for 
definite statement. All that we know at this time is that an educational 
memorial in the nature of a special course has been decided upon by 
King's College, London, at the request of "another memorial fund." 
Later news will be fuller in its detail. It is evident, however, that the 
Kings College work does not by any means constitute a Department 
of Nursing and Health, which is the ideal of the International Coun- 
cil of Nurses, and we shall therefore keep on steadfastly and with 
unabated determination to collect international funds, from nurses 
and from the laity, for our own Memorial. As we go to press further 
information comes too late for insertion, and next month we shall 
make the whole situation clear and plain. 



TUBERCULOSIS IN THE ORIENT 

Tuberculosis is one of the most serious public health problems of 
the Orient. Active organizations to fight this disease have been 
formed in Japan, the Philippines, India, and Australia. A movement 
is on foot for a national organization in China and in a number of 
cities local work has been started. While no accurate figures are 
available, those who are in position to know claim that consumption 
takes annually from 500,000 to 1,000,000 lives in China alone. In 
India the death rate is fully as high, and on account of caste dis- 
tinctions and native superstitions, the problem of prevention and 
treatment is peculiarly difficult. The Japanese government has 
taken a hand officially in the control of tuberculosis, and is co-operat- 
ing with two well organized private associations. The death rate, 
while very high, is lower than in China and India. Under the direction 
of the United States Public Health Service a movement for the 
prevention of tuberculosis in the Philippines has also been organized. — 
National Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis. 



